You Are My Disciples

Modules - 9t Grade Year

1. The Bible: A Daily Dose of God’s Grace and Guidance - the Book of Mark

2. Saints: A Lifetime of Discipleship

3. Death and Dying: Funeral Mentor Event

Students - you will also complete a Faith Statement Paper. This is to complete the
confirmation program. Guidelines are listed in the back of this book.

Expectations of Mentors
*Attend future mentor meetings at the church.
*Meet with student at least six times during their 9th grade year to complete the
three modules and the three mentor events. Mentor events are scheduled on:
Wednesday, October 26t from 5:45-6:40 pm
Wednesday, January 25t from 7:30-8:30 pm
Wednesday, March 28t from 7:30-8:30 pm.
*Be the adult in the relationship - if you have not heard from the student - check in
with him or her.
*Realize that the student has picked you as an important, trusted and admired
Christian adult. Please, take that seriously. If you can, attend their extra-curricular
events at school, write them a letter or postcard to encourage them (9th grade is not
an easy time), take them out for ice cream, pray for them.

Expectations of students
*Meet with your mentor at least six times during your 9th grade year to complete the
three modules and three mentor events. The mentor events are scheduled on:
Wednesday, October 26t from 5:45-6:40 pm
Wednesday, January 25t from 7:30-8:30 pm
Wednesday, March 28t from 7:30-8:30 pm.
*Call to set up times to meet with your mentor.
*Realize that your mentor may be unsure how to be comfortable with a junior high
youth. Greet them when you see them, smile and wave. Keep your mentor in your
prayers. Pray for them!
*Return your completed mentor booklets to the pastors by April 30th,




MODULE ONE - THE BIBLE: A DAILY DOSE OF GOD’S GRACE AND GUIDANCE
THE BOOK OF MARK

1) Read the Gospel of Mark together. Decide together what your reading

schedule will be. Will you read one chapter a day? All of it at one time?

Jot down comments, reactions, and questions for each chapter.

CHAPTER 1

CHAPTER 2

CHAPTER 3

CHAPTER 4

CHAPTER 5

CHAPTER 6

CHAPTER 7

CHAPTER 8

CHAPTER 9

CHAPTER 10

CHAPTER 11

CHAPTER 12

CHAPTER 13



CHAPTER 14

CHAPTER 15

CHAPTER 16

2) Why do people read the Bible?
Student:

Mentor:

3) What makes you want to read the Bible?
Student:

Mentor:

4) What makes it difficult to read the Bible regularly?
Student:

Mentor:

5) How can reading the Bible help your relationship with Christ?
Student:

Mentor:

Close your time with each of you saying a short prayer asking God to be with you in
the confirmation journey and thanking God for your partner in this process.

You may use the following prayer if you are uncomfortable with spontaneous
prayer:

Dear God, we ask that the Holy Spirit would guide and direct our relationship.
Help us develop a relationship that is grounded in you. Thank you for this
time together. Be with us each day, at school, at play, at home, at work. Keep
us safe until we come together again. Amen.

You may also use the prayer phrases at the back of this book to complete a prayer.



MODULE TWO - SAINTS: A LIFETIME OF DISCIPLESHIP
1) Me, a Saint? Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9. According to what you read in the last
half of verse 2, what is a saint?

Student:

Mentor:

2) Are you a saint?

Student:

Mentor:

3) Identify people in your life who have been important in the development of
your faith in God, people you might call saints. After each name on your list, make a
brief note as to how they affected your spiritual life, your relationships with God,

and include at least one quality with him/her that you admire.

Student 1
2
3
Mentor 1
2
3
4) Prepare to visit a lifelong saint from your congregation who lives in a

retirement or nursing home. What fears or concerns do you have about making the

visit?
Student:
Mentor:
5) Do you feel awkward or uncomfortable about making such a visit?
Student:
Mentor:




6)

Make a list of questions you would like to ask this individual that will help

you learn more about his or her faith, life, and church experience over the years.

7)

8)

9)

Student 1
2
3
4
5
Mentor 1
2
3
4
5

Visit the individual. Reflect on your visit. Was it what you expected? What
surprised you about the individual you visited?

Student:

Mentor:

What did you learn about the development of his or her Christian faith?
Student:

Mentor:

How can saints, both those with us and the great Christians of the past
encourage us in our faith?

Student:

Mentor:

Close your time with each of you saying a short prayer asking God to be with you in
the confirmation journey and thanking God for your partner in this process.

You may use the following prayer if you are uncomfortable with spontaneous
prayer:
Dear God, we ask that the Holy Spirit would guide and direct our relationship.

Help us develop a relationship that is grounded in you. Thank you for this

time together. Be with us each day, at school, at play, at home, at work. Keep

us safe until we come together again. Amen.

You may also use the prayer phrases at the back of this book to complete a prayer.



MODULE THREE - DEATH AND DYING: FUNERAL MENTOR EVENT

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

What emotions do peole experience when someone they love has died?

Student:

Mentor:

How might these emotions be expressed during a funeral service?

Student:

Mentor:

Attend the Funeral Mentor Event together. This will be held at the funeral
home. Did anything happen that you didn’t understand?
Student:

Mentor:

Why do you think we have funerals instead of just burying or cremating
people who die without a public gathering?
Student:

Mentor:

Share your thoughts about what you would like your own funeral to be like.

Student:

Mentor:

Have you experienced the death of a loved one? Who? How old were you?
Talk about the experience and what you learned from it.

Student:

Mentor:

What are things that we can do to remember loved ones who have died?

Student:

Mentor:

What are some things you would like others to remember about you after
you die?

Student:

Mentor:

Make sure you allow time to talk about all the emotions and thoughts that

come with talking about death.



Close your time with each of you saying a short prayer asking God to be with you in
the confirmation journey and thanking God for your partner in this process.

You may use the following prayer if you are uncomfortable with spontaneous
prayer:

Dear God, we ask that the Holy Spirit would guide and direct our relationship.
Help us develop a relationship that is grounded in you. Thank you for this
time together. Be with us each day, at school, at play, at home, at work. Keep
us safe until we come together again. Amen.

You may also use the prayer phrases at the back of this book to complete a prayer.



THE END
Congratulations on completing this mentor booklet for the 7t grade year! Thank
you to both of you for your time and energy in beginning this very important
relationship. Be sure to thank each other for the time you had together, and for the

ways each of you were gifted by the other’s presence.

Students: Your final task is to return only your booklet to the pastors at the
church by your final confirmation interview. Please remember to put your name on

the cover and to write your Faith Statement Paper!



REFLECTIONS



Use the following words and phrases to start a prayer. You can make it as long or as
short as you would like; as elaborate or as simple as you would like. Hopefully these

words will help you when you're stuck!

Choose one word from the ‘Attributes of God’ column, the next word from the
‘Images of God’ column, and then a phrase from the ‘Personal Feelings’ column.

Attributes of God:
Awesome
Dear

Eternal

Loving

Holy

Tender
Healing
Heavenly
Understanding
All-knowing
Precious
Everlasting
Saving
Forgiving
Caring

Wise

Personal Feelings:
[ am hoping...

[ am fearful...

[ am wondering...

[ am awed...

[ am joyful...

[ am honored...

[ am humbled...
I am confused...

[am sad...
[ am curious...

[ am embarrassed...

Images of God:
Teacher
Shepherd
Counselor
Father

Mother

Parent

Savior

Creator

Life giver

God

Jesus

Abba

Yahweh

Friend

King

Light of the World

[ am angry...

[ am thankful...
[ am sorry...

[ am hurt...

[ am eager...
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Faith Statement Paper
At the conclusion of your Confirmation year, you have the opportunity to share your
faith story. Parents, family, friends, other adults, Sunday School, Confirmation,
youth group experiences, etc. have influenced your life. Take some time over the
year to think how these life experiences have affected your faith. (Please note: a
portion of your Faith Statement Paper will be reprinted in the Confirmation Sunday
Bulletin)

Your Statement of Faith paper should focus on your faith journey. Be sure to
include:

Why you wish to be confirmed? Why is it important to you?

Your experiences through the church and with your family

Those who have been influential and encouraging during your faith journey
What your baptism means to you

Who Jesus is in your life

What Jesus’ death and resurrection means to you

How being a Christian makes a difference in how you live

The importance of Holy Communion in your everyday life

How important prayer is

How you see yourself serving Christ in your life

Please include one important Bible verse to you

=4 =4 8 -4 -5_9_4_4_4_-49._-2

You can share so much. As an individual, thinka bout what is important for yout
oinclude. These papers will not be judged, but they will be discussed. Be honest and
truthful. Include the struggles you still have.

Paper guidelines:
1 No less that one page in length
1 Double-spaced, typed
1 No larger than 12 point font Times New Roman text

Your paper is due at the time of your Confirmation interview and will be the focus
for that interview with your teacher or pastor.
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Schedule for 2011-2012 Confirmation Year

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

September 7 - 7:30 pm - Acolyte training for Grades 7 & 8

September 14 - Confirmation Orientation and Mentor Orientation
September 21 - 1st Night of Confirmation

September 28 - Confirmation

October 5 - Eric Samuel Timm, speaker at NDSCS - all students and parents
October 12 - Confirmation

October 19 - Confirmation

October 26 - Confirmation - Mentor Event for Grades 7-8-9 (5:45-6:45 pm)

November 2 - Confirmation
November 9 - Confirmation
November 16 - Confirmation
November 23 - No Confirmation
November 30 - Confirmation
December 7 - Confirmation

Nightly Schedule
5-5:45 - Meal

5:45-6:45 - Confirmation Lesson
6:45-7:30 - Worship

December 14 - Confirmation

December 21 - Confirmation

December 28 - No Confirmation

January 1 - Leave for 9th Grade Confirmation Retreat
January 2 - Return from 9t Grade Confirmation Retreat
January 4 - Confirmation

January 11 - Confirmation

January 18 - Confirmation

January 25 - Confirmation

7:30 pm - 9th Grade Mentor Event -Book of Mark
February 1 - Confirmation

February 8 - Confirmation

February 15 - Confirmation

February 22 - Confirmation and Ash Wednesday Worship
February 29 - Confirmation/Leap of Faith Day

March 7 - Confirmation and Lenten Worship

March 14 - Confirmation and Lenten Worship

March 21 - Confirmation and Lenten Worship

March 28 - Confirmation and Lenten Worship

7:30 pm - 8th and 9th Grade Funeral Mentor Event

April 4 - No Confirmation

April 5 - Maundy Thursday Worship - all students attend
April 6 - Good Friday Worship - all students attend

Sunday April 8 - Easter Sunday worship 7,9, 11 am

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Sunday

April 11 - Confirmation

April 18 - Confirmation

April 25 - Confirmation

May 2 - Confirmation; 7:30 pm 9t graders rehearse for Confirmation Service
May 6 - Affirmation of Baptism Service for 9th graders; 1:30 pm
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